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HEN 4 Perſon call'd td the 
Honour and Dignity of wear- 
ing the Mitre attempts to leſ- 


1 of England, and our Civil San- 
cCiions by either writing or preaching, I 
have not Patience for introducing this mall 


* Tract to the Publick with a Preface; but 


think it my Duty to expoſe the dangerous 
- Poſitions and Errors of his Lordſhip's Do- 


ctrine as ſoon ; as my Inſufficiency will per- 
mit me. 


BY. vlainky perceive by his Lordſhip” s new- 
BY | fangled way of Praying, he can Addreſs 


| himſelf to God in a calm and undiſturbed 


A 2 Con- 


„„ „r —  ——  ___c _—__— * 


ſen the Credit of the Church 


[4] 4 
Concern for what Hi requires at his Hands; | 
and << -ftſtifhe his Novelty, cry out, That 
Heat and Flame in other Mens Devotion | 
is only ſuperſtitious Folly. Now give me 
leave to ask, Whether ſome Geſtures in + 
Prayer are not decent, and ſome requiſite, 
' eſpecially when we ſee Precedents of them 
1 og the Holy Scriptures ? Truly, 

they ſh&v ſeveral Geſtures were .usd in 7 
Prayer, as Standing, Genuflexion, Sitting, I 
or Proſtration. When the deſtroying An- a 
gels went toward Sodom, Abraham ſtood *? 

zfore the Lord. Gen. xviii. 22. That is, | 


he prayd. The Publican ſtood afar off and i 


pray d. Luk. xviii. 13. David ſat before 1 
the Lord, and he ſaid, Who am I, O Lord 
God And what is my Houſe that thou haſt | 
brought me hitherto? 2 Sam. vii, 18. Ste- 
phen kneeled down, and cryd with a loud 
Voice, Lord, lay not this Sin to their Charge. 
Acts vii. ult. And in the Garden of 
Gethſemane our blefſed Lord and Savio ur 
Jeſus Chriſt, fell ou his Face, and pray d. 
Matt, xxvi. 39. 0 
Let our Right Reverend Prelote will! 
have theſe pious Geſtures to be only but 
ſuperſtitious Follies; and reckon Heat and 
Flame of no Uſe in Prayer, when we 
ought to offer unto God upon the Altar 
of a contrite Heart the Groans of the Spi- 
tit; and to this the great Apoſtle 15 the 
; en- 


in att ae 2 1 "= bh: > ww 


13.1 
s; 4Gentiler thus alludes : The Spirit helpeth our 
at | Infirmities : for we know not what we ſhould 
on pray for as we ought : but the Spirit it ſelf 
ne ! maketh Interceſſion for us ooith - Groanings 
*which cannot be utter d. Rom. viii. 26. 
Attende voci clamoris met, rex mi, & Deus 
mi, quoniam ad te orabo: ſo is Pagnine's 
Verſion of the Pſalm v. 2. And ſo our 
Engliſh Tranſlation renders this Text: 
*Hearken unto the Voice of my Cry, my King, 
and my God; for unto thee will J pray. The 
Context ſays, In the Morning will I direct 
my Prayer unto thee, and will look up. Which 
is a Geſture contrary to the Publican's, who 

i would not lift up ſo much us his Eyes unto 
1d Heaven; a proper way of Devotion for 
iſt calm and uudiſturbed Devotioniſts, who (I 
e- believe) are ſo far from being cordially 
id | ſenſible of the Afflictions of Foſeph, - or 
Deſolations of Jeruſalem, that they ſeem 
hardly to have ſo much of an humane Spi- 
ur rit in them to underſtand the Meaning of 
d. | theſe two Words, Happineſs and Miſery. 

> However, the Pablican's not lifting up 
1] his Eyes towards Heaven, was out of no 
at Diſreſpect to the Creator thereof, but an 
d evident Signal of Contrition for his Sins; 
7e | which appeared alſo by his ſmiting upon 
ar his Breaſt, and ſaying, God be merciful to nc 
i- 4 Sinner. Luk. xviii. 13, By this Poſture 
ie he went down to his Houſe juſtified _— 

3 | an 


69 


than the Pbariſce. But this. Mark of Sors | 


row our learned Biſhop ſays, is only a [d 
Cuſtom to the Eaſtern Nations. I ſhall F a 
not now ſtand to diſpute about what Cir- P 


cumſtances thoſe of the Oriental Parts of t 


4 


the World us'd or obſerv'd in their pray- 


C 


ers; but the Jews at this Day pray being ft 


expanſis, quia innocuis ; capite nudo, quid 
non erubeſcimus ; denique fins monitore, quia 
de pecfore oramns. Tertul. Apolog. adverl. 


gentes. cap. 30. Yet our right reverend 
Prelate is pleaſed to aſſert, that ſtriking } 
or not ſtriking the Breaſt, ſhedding or 2 


girt, ſtanding upright, with their Faces to- 
wards Jeruſalem, laying their Hand on 
their Heart, and (as you may perceive in 
Ro{s's View of Religions, Sect. 1. p. 30.) 
bowing their Heads. And in the primitiye 
Times of Chriſuanity ( when a Chriſtian 
(if we credit Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory, lib. 1. cap. 5.) muſt be ſuch a Man 
as excelleth through the Knowledge of 
_ Chriſt and his Doctrine, tn Modeſty and 
Righteouſneſs of Mind, in Continency of 
Life, in virtuous Fortitude, and in Confeſ- 
tion of ſincere Piety towards the one and 
univerſal God) thoſe who profeſs'd the 
Name of Jeſus, pray'd with ſpread-out 
Hands, and hare-headed : So a reverend 
Father of the Church tells us in theſe 
Words. Illuc ſuſticientes Chriſtian manthus A. 
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„ ſhedding Tears, or any the like Accidents, 
a depending upon Cuſtom or Conſtitution, 
11 are not eſſential to Confeſſion or Prayer. 
From hence give me leave to conclude, 


of © that a calm and undiſturbed Addreſs to 
god, is a Doctrine only fit to be deliver'd 
g to ſuch Perſons who never go to Church, 
but when they are diſpos d to ſleep in it. 
It was ever my Opinion that when Ja- 
cob wreſtled with an Angel, and ſaid to the 
holy Combatant, I will not let thee go, 
erecept thou bleſs me. Gen. xxxli. 26, that 
7 Strugling might 8 be apply'd 
to Fervency in Prayer, which ought to be 
full of Heat and ſeraphic Fire, to obtain 
2 a Blefling: And to the laſt quoted Text 
is another parallel in one of the Prophets: 
4 He had Power DET the Angel and prevailed * 
be wept and made Supplication unto him. 
HFHoſ. 12. 4. Again, when Noah (as Joſe- 
Phu writes, I. 1. c. 4.) prayd to God 
that he would be pleas d to accept of his 
Sacrifice, aud in his Mercy to vouchſafe not 
to conceive pe. e à ruinous Hate and 
. ras; dene againſt the Earth; or when A- 
brabam's Servant pray'd for his Maſter's 
4 1 Succeſs ; or when David pray d in the 
ſmidſt of Peſtilence, Daniel in the Lions 
d Den, or the Children in the fiery Furnace; 
g is it to be ſuppos'd their Devotion was 
t cold, calm, quiet, or undiſturb'd? No, we 
„„ may 


. i. 8 . 


[8] 


may reaſonably ſay, their Addreſſes to Al. 
mighty God were full of Heat and Flame, | 
with ſtriking their Breaſts, lifting up Hands, | 
ſhedding Tears, nere or other Acci- 
dents, depending upon fuch a great Work 
as petitioning before the Throne of Grace, 
for ſuch Favours as were ſuitable to their 


ſeveral Exigences. Vobis in precibus effira- © 


cior ſermo- eſt, & ad impetrandum quod in 
preſſuris petitur, facilion oratio eſt, ſays: St. 
Cyprian, pag. 320. As Prayer is the lift- 3 
ing up of the Mind to God, by which we 
beg for good Things, or to be freed from 
Evils; or by which we bleſs and praiſe 
God, we ought not to let our Petitions or 
Confeſſion. to divine Majeſty be cad and 
lifeleſs. Prayer ought to be full of Zeal 
and Fervour, as availing much to the a- 


voiding of Evils, as well as the obtaining 
all Benefits; according to this in the Evan- 3 


geliſt, Ask, and it ſhall be given you';; ſeek, | 
and ye ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall be bpen- 
ed unto. hu. Luk. xi. 9. The beloved 
Diſciple of our Lord affirms the ſame in 
theſe Words, Verily, verily, I ſay unto. ht, 
What ſoe ver ye - ſpall ask the Father in ]]] 
Name, he will give it you, Joh. xvi. 24. 
I know, theſe Words in the Parable ot the 
ee Widow, Men ought always to 
an 


pray, and not to faint, Luk. xvii. 1. the! | 
reverend Pr. Suape has rightly expounded 
5 ro 
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- How] 
1 to be urgent and importunate, and to ſol- 
licite with Earneſtneſs in Prayer; in Opp 
ſition to which Expoſition his Lordſhip 
would have us always to pray, according 
to this Precept of the Apoſtle, Pray wit b 
e out ceaſmg. 1 Theſſ. c. ult. v. 37. By 
„which the great Apoſtle of the Crentiles 
1. only means we ſhould daily ſpend ſome 
in time in Prayer; eſpecially in the Morn- 
+. ing, to open the Windows of, the Soul to 
"M 3the Light of divine Grace, and: offer up 
„e the Works of the whole Day, as much as 
n we can, to God's Honour: Likewiſe at 
ſe Night, to ſhut the Windows of the Soul 
r Againſt the Darkneſs of Sin, and the Ilha- 
4 ſions of the Devil; as alſo to render 
Thanks for all the Benefits of the Day 
i- paſt. For tho we do not continually. call 
io upon God with the Mouth, yet may our 
„Heart be thinking on him; and ſo much 
; Pelicanus 77 with me on the Text laſt 
quoted; Id quod non dictum eſt de murinure 
4 illo orts, ſed de deſiderio cordis, quod intelli- 
git Deus, are his Words, as may be ſeen in 
„ Marlorat on the New-Teſtament. 
The Chriſtians in the Primitive Church 
1 ſpent. many whole Nights and Vigils in 
watching and praying, for the Forgive- 
{neſs of their Sins, and that they might 
I be found ready at the coming of Chriſt ; 
d but though without doubt they were fer- 
© B vent 
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[ 10 ] 1 
vent and flaming in their Devotion, yet Je 
- nevertheleſs made as little Noiſe and Out- 
cry, as thoſe fort of cold Chriſtians that] 
now a-days ſay their Prayers with Calm- 4 

neſs: Beſides, if the Primitive Chriſtians & 
did uſe any outward Ceremonies in making 
their Addreſſes to Heaven, as kneeling, 
- knocking; the Breaſt or fuch like, I ſup- 
- poſe thoſe Actions could be imputed for I 
no otherwiſe than declaring the inward Re- 
verence and Devotion of the Heart, We 
ſee our bleſſed Lord and Saviour . | 
- Chriſt proſtrated himſelf when he pray d in 
the Garden of Gethſemane. And he went 
- a little further, and fell on his Face, and it 
pray d, ſaying,” O iy Fat ber, i it be poſſible, 3: 
let this Cup paſs from me: nevertheleſs, nos 
I Will, hut as thou wilt. Matt. xxvi. 39. 
His Lotdfhip is further pleas'd to ſay,! 


wy 


Calmneſs, he looks upon to be the happi- 


7 ] 
eſt Circumſtance of à reaſonable Mind | 
and Freedom from inward Perturbation | 
the greateſt Aſſurance, as well as Inſtru-F 
ment,, of his Underſtanding truly that he 
is in earneſt in what he is about. In An- 
ſwer to which, I ask, whether the Prophet 3 
in the Whale's Belly was in not any Per. 
turbation of Mind? When in his Orifons? 
to God he faid, I cried by reaſon of my Af. 
fliction unto the Lord, and he heard me ; o 
of the Belly of Hell cried I, and thou heard 


. 
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| [ IT ] 
eſt my Voice. For thou, hadſt caſi me into the 
Peep, in the midſt of the Seas,” and the 
hatEFloods compaſſed me about, all thy Billows: 
Im- and thy Wares paſſed over me, When my. 
jan, Soul fainted within me, I remembred the 
ing Lord, aud my Prayer came unto thee, into 
ng, thine holy Temple. Jon. ii. 2, 3, 7. I ask 
up- again, whether the Devotion of Mary 
for Magdalen was fervent or cool and calm 
Re- after her Converſion ? It might be undi- 
We ſturb'd before; but I am ſure it was other- 
Ju iſe afterwards. Mr. Stafford, in the Life 
in ſof the Virgin Mary, extracted from ſeveral 
of the Fathers of the Church, takes notice, 
and that on the Day of her Purification, and 
Ble, at all times elle, ſhe much excelled Anna, 
1% and her whole Sex, in the Fervency of 
her Oriſons, and that ſhe pour'd out her 
ay, Prayers then in the Temple in greater A- 
p1-4 bundance, than ſhe did in Zacharias's 
1d Houſe, where ſhe could not expreſs the 
on Flame of her Zeal from breaking out into 
ru-J the Praiſe of God her Saviour, in whom ſhe 
he rejoyced. To this we may add, that to 
In. beſure ſhe was not undiſturbd when ſhe 
het heard her deareſt and only Son (after Man 
er.” had left and betray'd him) cry out that 
on} God himſelf had forſaken him alſo ; and 
Eno doubt her Tears, her Sighs, her Groans, 
her Countenance, her very Poſture, her. 
doleful Voice, all united their Forces to 
B 2 ex- 


yet 
ut- 


ent 


£ 
* 


E 


expreſs the. Greatneſs of her Sorrow, whilſt 


at the ſame time ſhe was earneſtly praying 


tor her Son's Victory over the dreadful 


Powers of Death and Hell 
According to theſe Words of a great 


Father of the Latin Church, Semper in ma- 


ans tuis fit diwinn lectio, & tam crebro o- 
rutiones, ut omnes cogitationum ſagittæ quibus 


adoleſcentia percuti ſolet, hujuſmodi clypeo re- 
pellantur. Tom, 1. p. 9. Prayer is made 
a Shield againſt Sin and Temptation; but 
1 ſuppoſe it ſhould be us'd with Heat and 
Flame, for otherwiſe ſhould it be but cold- 
ly handled, it might give our Adverſary 
the Devil a great Advantage over our hu- 
mane Frailties. When we have offended 
againſt any divine Laws, is Forgiveneſs to 


be obtain'd with calm, cold, undiſturbed, 


lifeleſs Prayers 2 This is a ſtrange fort of 
cold Doctrine, which highly ves the 
Rod of Correction. I think Caſes of Pe- 
nitency require ardent Prayers, full of Ear- 
neſtneſs for imploring God's Mercy, then 
may theſe Words be verified ; Tanta eſt enim 
penttente medicina, ut mutare Videatur ſuam 
Deus ſententiam. Ambroſ. de poenitentia, I. 
2. C. 6. A Contrition or Pricking of the 
Heart is better for Prayer, than an undi- 
ſturbed Calmneſs, and no Perturbation of 
Mind; Compunctio enim cordis, excitat ora- 


tionis affeclum; ſays Fulgentins de Orat. & 


Compunct. 


3 „„ 
Compuntt. cordit, ad Probam, Epiſt. 4. Peo 
ple are too prone of themſelves to be but 
E earn and cold in their Devotions, 
therefore it is Preſumption in the ſuperla- 
tive Degree for them to ſay their Prayers 
witheut Heat and Flame: It was not (Tm 
apt to believe) with an undiſturbed Con- 
cern that St. Auguſtin in this Prayer cry d 
out, Exaudi Domme deprecationem meam, ne 
deficiat anima mea ſub diſuplina tua, neque 
deficiam in confitendo tibi miſerationes tuas, 
quibus eruiſti me ab omnibus viit meis peſſimis. 
Confeſſ. I. 1. cap. 15. Moreover, a Man 
ought not to pray with Coolneſs, juſt as if 
he car'd not whether God heard him or 
no, but to offer up his Prayers with all 
Humility, Fear, and Devotion, as Lacan 
tius thus teaches us in theſe Words, Sum- 
mus igitur colendi Dei ritus eſt, ex ore juſti 
hominis ad Deum directa laudatio : que ta- 
men ipſa, ut Deo ſit accepta, & humilitate, 
& timore, & devotione maxima opus eſt: ne 
quis forte integritatis & innocentiæ Aae ge- 
rene, tumoris, & arrogantiæ crimen incurrat, 
eoque facto grat iam virtutis amittat, De 
vero cultu, lib. 6. cap. 25. | 
Again, his Lordſhip inſinuates, that our 
| Saviour's Fervency in Prayer when in the 
Garden, js no Rule for our Devotion, be- 
cauſe we cannot ſweat Drops of Blood in 
that moſt holy Exerciſe. As to this Point, 
Wo 
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we know it is impoſſible for any of the 
Sons of Adam to perform what our bleſſed 
Lord did, when by: the Vertue of an Hy- 
poſtatical Union, or Union of human Na- 
ture with his divine Perſon, he vouchſaf d 
to come upon Earth, to die a propitiatory 
Sacrifice for the Expiation of the Sins of 
the whole World. It is recorded in holy 
Writ, that Chriſt being in an Agony, he pray- 
ed more earneſily, and his Sweat was as it 
were great Drops of Blood falling down to 
the Ground. Luk. xxii. 44. But as I have 
| hinted above, tho' we cannot come up to 
our bleſſed Maſter's great Devotion and 
Fervency in Prayer, yet may we aſſure our 
ſelves, that he ſhew'd this unparallelVd 
Zeal for us to imitate as well as humane 
Nature will permit us; and as we cannot 
pray ſo well as we ought, let us with one 
of his Diſciples ſay, Lord, teach us to pray, 
Luk: xi. 1. F CO THE. | 
The Apoſtle's Exhortation is this, In e- 
very thing by Prayer and Supplication with 
Thankſgrviug, let your Requeſts be made 
known unto God. Philip. iv. 6. But as our 
Requeſt are made to God either for the 
removing ſome Affliction, or begging ſome 
Favour at his Hands; I hope the Petition 
muſt not be offer d with a cool Indifferen- 
cy, but rather in great Earneſtneſs. and a 
flaming Fervency. Epaphras, who is one of 
Von 
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you, . a Servant of Chriſt, ſaluteth Joh, of 
ways labouring fervently for you in*Prayers, 
that ye may ſtand perfect, and compleat in all 
the Will 74 God. Col. iv. 12. And another 


Apoſtles ſays, The TT 
f 4 righteous Man availeth much. Jam. v. 


16. But becauſe the Words ferventh and 
fervent are not found in the Original Greek, 


Which is Sevi, which Arias Montants 
renders Efficax, the Tranſlation of Beza 


dhe fame, Magna vis by Tiemellius, there- 


— 


fore our Prayers muſt be cold and lifeleſs. 


Now in my Opinion as the Etymology of 
Effcax is from Efficio, which (as Calepin 


ſhews) is all one” with Perficid, to do a 
thing throughly, and not by halves, as cold 


and lifeleſs imply, the Words efficacious and 
fervent may be term'd Synonimous, that is 


to 1a 5 Words meaning the ſame thing. 
But tho' in the Texts abovemention'd we 


cannot find the Word fer vent in the Origi- 
nal, yet can we ſhew Cay fer vent and 1 7 
7 


ferventes.in the following ones. This 


was inſtructed in the way of the Lord, and 
being fer vent in the Spirit, be ſpake and 

taught ailigettly the Things of the Lord. 
| Acts xviii. 15. Not flot 8 ul. in Bin | 


fer vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lard. Rom. 
xii. 11. And the' aforeſaid Greek Words 
are render'd fer vent and ferventes by Fe- 
mellius, Bega, Arias Montanus, and Pagnine. 
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When a Man prays, it - behoyes him to 


0 


let God ſee that his Heart is ſorrowful for 


his Sin, and that his Mind is reſoly d (thro' 
the Aſſiſtance of his Grace) to amend. his 


Faults; but to beſure this muſt, not, be 


done with a frigid or cold Zeal ; hut with 


Heat and Aſſiduity; not with Indifferency, 
with Luke-warmneſs and Pride, but in 
true Deyotion and the greateſt Humility 


which ſuch an high Act of Piety requires. 


A Coldneſs in Prayer do's not often incite 
à Perſon to Devotion ; whereas Fervency 
and Heat inflames a godly Perſon often to 
Confeſſion and Prayer 55 

was not contented to pray Morning, Noon 
and Night, but he would alſo riſe up at 
Midnight to pray to God. Evening and 
Morning, and at Noon will I 75 and cry 
aloud; aud be ſhall hear my Voice. Pfal. Iv. 


re God. David 


17. At Midnight I will riſe to giveThanks 


unto thee ; becauſe of thy righteous Judgment. 
Plal. cxix. 62. But 'tis very rare to lee ſo 
much Devotion in cold and lifeleſs Prayers; 


ſuch are more like the Diſciples whom our 
Saviour chid, becauſe . they would not 


watch one Hour with him in e 1 
th them 


he cometh unto the Diſciples, and fin 


aſleep, and ſaith wito 255 What, could ye 
not watch with me one Hour? By this we 
plainly fee the Effect of cold and lifeleſs 


Prayers, 


n e A Has 


Prayers, which rather incite cold Devotions 
efts to take their Repoſe, than watch and 
pray à little for eternal Life. Indeed, it 
ſeems to me, that when a Man is going 
to pray with Coldneſs and »Indifferency, 
thoſe are the Fowls which the evil one 
ſends to devour the good Seeds, and the 
Carcaſſes of his ſpiritual Sacrifices. A S. 
wer went forth to ſow. And when he. ſo- 
wed, ſome Seeds fell by the ways fide, and the 
Fowls came and devoured them up. Matt. 


Xii. 4. Therefore we ſhould endeavour 


with Abraham to drive thein away. So, 
Moſes ſays, he did. When the Fowls came 
down upon the Carcaſſes, Abram drove them 
them away. Gen. xv. 11. But he did not 
go coldly about the Matter ; he drove them 
away with Heat and Ardour, to preſerve 
the Sacrifice he was offering, to know 
whether He ſhould poſſes the Land of 
Promute. g | 
Well, fro 
made with Indifferency, Libera nos, domine ; 
commend me to them that are offer'd up 
to divine Majeſty with Heat and Flame, 
Zeal and Fervency, which are more evident 
Signs of Contrition and Repentance in our 
Petitions; and ſhew that we are in good. 
Earneſt for what we ask and implore at 
the Throne of Heaven. Cold and lifeleſs 
Prayers are fit for thoſe that count 1 2 


m cold and lifsleſs Prayers: 


[29 ] 
Devotion by Beads, mumble Ave Maria, 
or repeat Ora pro nobis to a large Liſt of 
Saints; but not at all agreeable. to the 
found and orthodox Doctrine of the Church 
of England: the Prayers of whoſe .moſt 
excellent Liturgy being extracted from the 
Oracles of God, they, ought to be usd 
with Heat and Flame, as a Cuſtom moſt 
correſpondent to Faith, which is the Gift 
of God, or a ſupernatural Quality, infus d 
by him into the Soul, to make us firmly 
believe all thoſe Things which he hath any 
way reveal'd to us; or elſe take this Defi- 
nition of Faith, ſet down by Rabbi Jagel, 
in his Catechiſmus Judæorum, pag. F. 
i ] N NNYYRRYD TR WIMNUMA DIR m MTA 
wv by DD naw mann n prin bREw3Tn way 


which I thus tranſlate into Latin; Fides eſt 

Dei munus, quo noſtræ mentes afficiututur : hoc 
adducimur, it credamus omnia, que nobis de- 
claranda curavit Deus per vates ſuos be- 
caule every Biſhop do's not underſtand He- 
I proceed now to his Lordſhip's Tenet 
of the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, of 
which he thus ſpeaks. © As the Church of 
« Chriſt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, and he 
* himſelf is King; and in this it is implied 

that he is himpf the ſole Law-giver. to 
« his Subjects, and himſelf the fole Judge 
« of their Behaviour, in the Affair of Con- 


« ſcience and eternal Salvation: that h 


<« hath 


— 1 2 rern a. „ Cy 


FS}. 


y c hath in theſe Points viz. of . 
ne and eternal Salvation) Teſt behind him 
b wa no viſible, humane Authority; no Vice- 


“ gerents who can be ſaid properly to ſup- 
i Romy ne, 

ce „ whom his Subjects are ab lutely to de+ 
ot nd; no Judges over the E dene 
. Ko 1 Religion of his Peo le. O ! monſtrum 
oy borrendum; what 2 Ga. Imau ufry, of Non: 
ly | ſenſe is here? 0 zem ora, O. { Toes, what 

an Age do we live, in, when Religion its 
75 metamorphoſed into quibling Controver- 
fies? I doubt we have ſome yet among us 
bearing the PaſtofaL. Staff, who are ng, more 
Friends to e eh than à late Pre- 
y late; or of 1 pott e e 
et this Epita ph. 


| Here Volks g bredt „ Metropdtitng is hail, 
A 955 $ An GE, and hir Church 
Se „ be d. "ry P4168. 4 11 


1 for "I cen of wilt being the 
Kingdom of Chr 5 Lallow it, bechule f ne e- 
of able the hrone in his « Wn. 5 od ; 1 


ON 


he and. &. the ſole L aw. ger t a h us Su jects, 
= || and. Judge of. their Beh 1555 in che Points 
to | of Conlcience and eternal alyation. But 


what of all this R cannot ac vieſce to 
2 150 Teordſhip's aſſerting, | oo Saviour 
* W left 'behind him no viſible; humane 
th | | — 2 | Autho- 


: c _—_ 
| Authority ; ; no Vice erents who can be 
aid properly to ſupply his Place, PRs 

St. Luke tells us, Fake heed therefore uma 
your ſive, and to all the Flock, over the 
which the Holy Gho 15 bath made you Ower- 
ſeers, to feed A's burch of ( Cod, Tohich. he 
hath Nea with hir own Blood. Act. 
xx. 28. And another Exangeliſt ſays, 
Chriſt after his Crucifixion gave ſuch abſo- 
lute Power to St. Peter to govern his Flock, 
that this was his Command, Feed my Lambs 
Feed my Sheep. 4 Ni. 15, 16, "Beſides: 
on the aboveſaid Apoſtle, who ( Dor otheus 
writes, p. 533.) was crucified under Nero 
the Emperor, with his Head downwards, 
the other Apoſtles and Hei, Succeſſors 
built themſelves, becauſe Chriſt ſaid, Thor 
art Peter, and upon this Rock I will buil 
my Church, and the Cates of Hell ſhall not 
„ u it. Matt. xvi. 18. S0 it his 
ordſhip would but ſeriouſſy ponder on 
theſe'Texts of Scripture, without any cri- 
7 7 or controverſi al Libration of Words, 
he may dali perceive the Church is not 
yet without ſome viſtble humane eie, 


or Vicegerents to govern it. 

II his Honour ſhould ask who theſe Vice- 
gerents bes I anſwer in the "Apoſtle ''S 
Words, He that deſcendeth,"is the Jame” alſo 
that aſcended up far above all Heaven that 
he ME fl al Thing), And be ban 1 ome, 
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wangaliſts.: and ſome, Paſtours and Teachers; 


of the Miniſt | „Epheſ. Iv. 1 o 1 x 122 


But his, Lordihig iniers farther from what's 
aforeſaid, that Chriſt has left no Interpre- 


ters upqn whom his Subjects are abſolutely 


Apoſtles: and ſome, Prophets: and ſome, E- 
For the perfecking e the Saint; ſor the Work 


to depend. Why ſo 2 Becauſe they are 


humane-, they ; may poſſibly err. Suppoſe 


then all our ſpiritual Maſters | and Teach 
ers thonld pn on in their Doctrine, 
miles habent lubra lactucas, 


was true, that is to ſay (but Heaven be 


prais d it is yet otherwiſe) Never a Barrel 
— better f H erring * it. | would. not alter | that 


ſeſs; ſince the Church thereby would not 
be maim d in Faith, becauſe in it could 
not be wanting the Head, Chriſt; from 
whom proceeds the Influence of: all Grace, 


101 the utmoſt Effects of the Sacraments; 


and by means of this Head, the Sacraments 
would not be wanting to ſuch as receiv'd' 


them holily and by a-lively. Faith; for ha- 


ving not gaod Paſtors, Chriſt would ſupply 
this Want in the Lait) by his all- ſufficient 


race But nevertheleſs why ſhould we 
Warg among ds; when: he promiſes. t 
Faraclete, or third: Perſon of the bleſſed 


* N 


- 


at- 


1 
7411 


doubt of ſome gooch Interpreters of Chriſt's 


hall be gur Anſtructer in 8 


Difſolation'of all Things, He ſaid to 5 


tber, and "the Son, aul of the Holy Gboft 


with you alway even unto the” End 'of the 
ſpiritual way Chriſt may 55 faid to be inter- 


tion contrary to the Doctrine f 


ml 


' Matters? The Cnofortty, -which is the” Hoh u 


Ghoſt, cobom "the Furber will ſend in my cl 
Nane, he ſball teach you all Things, and tl 
will bring all Things to hour -Remembranct, | 
whatſoever I ts, 8; to you, Joh. xiv; #6. | 
Perhaps his Lordſhip mey-infift that this b 
Promiſe relates only to the Apoſtles and % 
Diſciples; upon their Promulgation of the C 
Goſp 4 thro the World er to thoſt'eatly N* 
Ga Who firlt (as Buronius ſhows in 
the firſt Book df his Ecelefiaſtical Antal a 
receiv'd\the.'Name of Chyiſtiant at Anticeh * } 


to which I reply, Chriſt Himſelf has given 


us the Affe of being With us tilt the 


ÞDiſciples-juſt after his miraculous Re 
W G NN and teach all: Nath 
ons, baptizing them in the Name of the Fu- 


teaching them to obſer de all Things W barſbe⸗ 
ver I have commande 5 and b, L af 


World. Matt. XxViii. 19, 20. Thus in 2 


poſing at tlie 4 ene the true Inter teta- 
tion of his own La-W. 2 eich 
Again, when his Lordſhip ſays 3 
are no Judges over Ithe * oY 
Religion of the People, Fthink" this 
Pa, 


tell 
Us, 


. 
| 


who * the Goſper 048 


, 


RD Ys 
Jus, in his Antiquities of the Britiſh Chur- 
my ches, p. 8, 1702. ) in this Iſland, About 
the 6oth Year after Chriſt, He ſhews us 
-þ Jour Obedience to Royal Authority in theſe 

Words. Let every Soul be ſubjeff unto the = 
vis higher Powers, For there is no Power but 
4 ef God; the Power that be are ordained of 
ws God. Whoſoever thereſore refiſteth the Pow- 
by > reſiſtethᷣ the Ordinance of Cod: and they 
u that reſiſt ſhall receive 10 themſekves Danma- 
tion. For Rulers are not a Terrour to good 
Works, but to the evil: For he is the Mini- 
ſter of God to thee for good: but if thou do 
that which it evil, be afraid: for he beareth 
not the Sword in vain, for he is the Miniſter 
1 % God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon 

im that doth evil. Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 
But according to his Lordſhip's Senſe, in 
2. my weak Apprehenſion, Kings and Rulers 
„ have no other Power by their Civil San- 
#42 Ictions than uſing the Sword of Juſtice in 
ee Matters meerly temporal: neither will he 
4 allow the ſpiritual Power in the Hierarchy, 
. Jor Church Government by Biſhops; ſo at 
i chis rate let a Man's Conſcience be ever 
ir Ro much defil'd and impure, we muſt not 
> let him know our Reſentment of the he 
5 nous Crimes a bad Conſcience may incite 
E him to perpetrate, by excommunicating | 
or anathematizing the Offender, which was 
1; | allow'd by the Church in its very Infan- 
> eu Cn © 


| 5 * p 
i 1 Ul x | | | 
0 | | 
- 
' 1 - | | 
„ * ; | 
N % 6 av k | 
| "OE Fl . : 
X \ 8 


cy, for wiſen Chriſt taught how we are 


8 deal with our Brethren, when. they of- 


fend us, he ſaid; If he ſhall. neglect to bear 
* them, tell it unto the Church: but if he neg- 
leet to.hear the Church; let him be unto thee 
is an heathen Man, and a Publican. Mat. 
Xxviii. 17. And again, which is the gteat- 
eſt of Curſes, If um Man love not the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maran- 
atha. 1 Cor. ult. 2 OS, 
Since we live now {o much in the Even- 
ing of the World, when the thick and fog- 
gy Miſts of Wickednefs darken the Air, 
and that fading Light we have, is ſo vari- 
ouſly refracted by our glittering Vices, 
and ſo _ often reflected by the disfigured 
Glaſſes 6f Phancy and Humour, that there 
is nothing troubles us ſo much, as that we 
are not unhappily furniſht with too many 
Excuſes to plead for our Miſdemeanors, 
I'm of Opinion there ought to be a Pow- 
er in ſomebody, to correct the Conſciences 
of ill Men, whereby they may be reduced 
to a right Faith. and true Penitency : for 
Fide tantum & penitentia' poteſtis redimere, 
quicquid ſceleratis diaboli perſuaſuonibus perdi- 
diſtis, ſays Firmians, de 0 ofan. errore, 
pag. 7. But his Lordſhip declares, he will 
teach © Men to receive no Commands 
« in Matters relating to their eternal Sal- 
5 vation. from any Superiours, op er 
5 6 


\ * - % ' * 
f i ES 
0 7 ** d 4 - | — 
* - x , 
- * 


\. 


re B& Spiritual or Temporal, upon the Ground 
* of meer Aurhority, without - examining 
ar . them by the Laws of Chit, and find- 
g-“ ing them agreeable to thoſe Laws. 
ce FHowever, as implicitly as he expreſſes 


„Ihimſelf here, he acknowledges that if 


t-EMen upon an Examination of Matters 
d ¶ concerning their Eternal Salvation by the 
Laws of Chriſt be found conſonant to 

chem, they may rhen be - obedient to 
n- their Superiors. Why who, would have 
2- them be conformable any otherwiſe than 


ir, to Chriſfs Precepts? Of which Tryal they 


i- Ineed not to doubt ſince they durſt not 
S, be alter d; for St. Paul ſays, Thongh we, 
d Nor an Angel from Heaven, preach any other 


re EGoſpel unto you, than that which we have 
e Epreached unto you, let them be accttrſed. So 
y Bay I now again, If any Man preach any o- 
„ ther O_ unto you, than that ye have re- 
V cei ved, let him be accurſed. Gal. i. 8, 9. 
es Thus as the Goſpel, and other ſacred 
d Writings are made as unalterable as the 
r Laws of the Medes and Perfians once 
e, were, my Sentiments are, that by the 
i- Conſtancy and Immutability of contingent 
„ I Cauſes, whoſe Particulars may be defe- 
11 ative, but the Univerſals cannot, it is im- 
Is ¶ poſſible in Nature, that the Subordination 
I- of Miniſters, who, by Vertue of the Au- 
r thority delegated to them by Criſt, are 
1 „ D | 4 


the 
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[26] 3 
the Judges and Guides of his People, 
would all conſpire to lead their Flock 
out of the Way, by teaching Things con- 
trary to the Inſtructions of their Lord andi 
Maſter : Alas! if Chriſt had ſubſtituted no 
Vicegerents, as his Lordſhip ſtiles them. 
to act under him, farewel long before 
now to Religion, which had ſoon expir'd 
If no Levites were left to ſatisſie the 
Doubts of their Auditors, farewel long be 
fore now to all the Holy Scriptures ; whic 
had been of no uſe. If none had been 
deputed to explain the Meaning of Chriſt's 
Laws, farewel long before now to all his 
{acred Precepts, which had been repeal; 
If there had been no puniſhing ſuch as of- 
fended God's Commands, farewel long 
before now to the Canons of his Apoſtles 
and General Councils, which had been ut- 
terly cancell'd. If there was no keeping 
in awe the Diſturbers of our Peace and] 
Unity, farewel long before now to all Go- 
vernment whether Spiritual or Temporal, 
which had been reduc'd' to Anarchy and 
Confuſion. And if no Care had been ta- 
ken to preſerve us from Hereticks' and 
Sckiſmaticks, farewel long before now to 
the Catholick Church, which is d Jo[na- 
7 S. mwgr5awpn, as Origen rightly ſays, 
in his ſecond Section, contra Marciontas : 
and whoſe Foundation (according to theſe 
3 TY Words, 


n wete wee ee FY ft & 52;o 


(9) 


ſords,' Ecclefie fundamentum, que nfernas 


Nees, & tartari portas, & onmia mortis clau- 


*ra-dlifſokveret. Hil; in Matt. comment. 
an. 16.) can looſe diabolical Laws, the 
Gates of Hell; and all the Bars of Death. 
' His Lordſhip owns, that 6ut Saviour 
aughtz directed, and govetn'd his Apoſtles 


Sby hib own Spirit, and ſo promulgated his 


aw that way, to thoſe who could know 
it no other way. Why may not then the 
ſame” Spirit (as  afore pfov'd by Chriſt's 
own Words) ſtill illuminate ' thoſe Men, 
Whom he-has ordain'd-by perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion thro ſucceeding Ages of the World; 
to teach all Mankind the Rules of eternal 
Salvation? Whether Chriſt has left any 
Deputy, or not, to act under him, ſince 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven; yet are we aſ⸗ 
fur d that where two or three are gather d 
in his Name, there is he in the midſt of 
them. Indeed I can ſee nothing in his 
Lordſiip's Doctrine; but what will only 
pleaſe Diſſentert; and whether his Deſcrip- 
tion of the Nature of | Chriſt's: Kingdom 
tends towards the Subverſion of all Go- 
vernment and Diſtipline in the Church of 
Chriſt, by reducing it to a State of Anar- 
chy and Contuſion; or that it impugnes 
and impeaches the Royal Supremacy in 
Cauſes Eecleſiaſtical, and the Authority of 
the Legiſlature; to inforce Obedience in 
e 2 Mate 
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Matters of Religion by Civil Sanions;Þo 
all this I humbly leave to the moſt. judi- Ra 
_ cious- Conſideration of the learned Aſſem- 
bly of Divines when they ſhall next meet I. 
in Convocation, as being known to be ſuchſſth. 
Men who will inviolably vindicate their or 
Religion and preſent Government, againſt A 
all them that would conſpire to prophane ot 
the one, or invade the other. ae 
It is a moſt unaccountable Thing to in- A 
fuſe wild Notions into the giddy-headed ſan 
Multitude; who are too apt of themfelves}[C! 
to imbibe Novelties either in Church or ſal 
State. Truly, it would have hazarded & 
ſent at that Tumult of Demetrius, when 
the Rabble flocking together in great Num- N 
bers, ſome cry d one thing, and ſome ano- II. 
ther, and the Aſſembly was confus d, and te 
the moſt Part knew not wherefore they 
were come together; notwithſtanding, all Wn 
with one Voice cry'd out-for the ſpace of Wi 
two Hours, Great is: Diana of the Epbeſiaus. In 
The Mob is an untameable Monſter, as In 
we may ſee by the Jeriſb Rabble ; who In 
one Day brought our Saviour into the Ci- It 
ty in Triumph, and next Day acting all i 
Diſhonour upon him, nothing could be |} \ 
heard in their Courts but Oucifge. Certain- || | 
ly, he that conſiders: tlieſe Things in God's || 
own peculiar People, will eafily i is 
n | e144 OW 
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W 
bow legle of Fidelity there is in a Britiſ 
Rabble. VV 
Thus the Prieſts (I muſt acquaint; his 
Lordſhip) of elder Times, have put upon 
the People many incredible Conteits, not 
only deluding their Apprehenfions with 
Ariolation or Soothſaying, and ſuch other, 


dulities unto the literal and downright 
Adorement of Cats, Lizards, and Goals: 
and thus alſo. Impoſitions in ſome Chriſtian 

Churches, wherein is prefum'd an irreprove- 
able Truth. If all be true that is ſuſpe- 
Qed; or half what is related, there have 
not wanted many ſtrange ee and 
ſome thereof are ſtill confeſſed by the 


Name of pious Frauds, Thus Theudas an 
Impoſtor was able to lead away 4000 in- 


to the Wilderneſs; and the Deluſions of 


Mabomet (not to ſpeak of our Sets) al- 
moſt the fourth Part of Mankind. To 
ſhake the Principles of Religion (. I will 
not ſay in the Pulpit, or elſewhere) is of 
no little «langerous Conſequence to the Ig- 
norant, who promiſcuouſly ſwallow any 
thing ; for it is, the ready way to extingu- 
iſh in their Minds the Compenſation of 
Virtue and Vice, the Hope and Fear of 
Heaven or Hell, by tempting them to 

comply in their Actions to the _ of 
. | uch 


5 


oblique Idolatries, but Winning their Cre- 


ſuch Helafions, and live like. Cteatiits bes 
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nothing the moſt ſcorching Flames of Per- 
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low the Capacity of either. 


So to conclude, give me leave to ſay; 


it is very ungenerous for a Man of Learn- 


ing to loſe the Illiterate in a Labyrinth of 


Error, by poyſoning their weak Underſtan- 


ding avith: ſuch Doctrine which is only fit 


for Amſterdam or Geneva; or any other 


Country whete Religion is of no Value, 
and a democratical Government is pre- 
ferrd before Monarchy. But, God be 
thank d, no Doctrine, I'm ſure, that is 
pleaſing to 'Shiſmaticks is acceptable to 
the Church of England ; whoſe Members 


_ eſpouſe ſuch a Religion, which has Maje- 


enough ' to daunt a Nebuchadnezzat 
with the hotteſt Furnace 'in his Mouth ; 
and a holy Zeal, which (as the brighter 


Sun-Beams do upon the fainter Light of 


a Candle) can prey upon and conſume to 
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ſecution. ' ' 


